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January 2010
Dear Section Leader
Re: District Swimming Gala 2010 – Saturday 6th March
Firstly a belated Happy New Year to one and all. A new year brings with it many challenges and opportunities – with one of first being the annual District Swimming Gala!

The heats and finals for all events & the relays will all take place on this one night. The gala will be held at Hornchurch Sports Centre, Harrow Lodge Park, commencing at 7.00pm sharp, with doors opening at 6.30pm. We hope to finish by 10.00pm. As in previous years Scouts & Explorers don’t need to arrive on the poolside until 8pm.
New for 2010 is the Scout Network Race this has been included as we now have a Scout Network up and running! Once again the last race of the evening will be the leader’s race. This race however is time dependant as the young people are our priority. (Sadly despite trying I couldn’t convince the GSLs to have a GSLs race!) 

Teams will be issued with 3 wristbands for Beaver Scouts to wear in their races, the wristbands will say their Group and what race they have entered, this is to speed up the organising and recording of Beaver races and worked very well last year. Once on the poolside and the Beavers have their wristbands on please send them up to be organised for their races straight away, as the first race will start at 7pm sharp.

A copy of the rules are enclosed for your information. Please ensure that a maximum of two adults are on the poolside managing your group, if you have any queries please contact me.

The entry charge for spectators will be; adults £2.00, children £1.00, under 5’s free. The Sports Centre often has limited refreshments so Parents are advised to bring their own.
Unfortunately last year there were a number of gala trophies missing so can I ask all Groups to look in their trophy cabinets or stores and please let me know if you have any trophies, in particular ‘3rd Place Trophy’ and the ‘Network Trophy’ (it has a fish on it!).

The winners of all events will go forward to represent Hornchurch District at the Greater London North East County Swimming Gala on March 27th. All winners will receive a letter on the night attached to their certificate asking them to contact the District Team Manager if they can attend. More details will be published about the County Gala nearer the time. We have done very well in this competition over previous years, and hopefully should be able to do well again in 2010.
Please encourage your members to take part – even the smallest groups stand a chance of having an individual or sectional win.

I hope to see you all on the 6th March and questions please contact me.
Yours in Scouting,
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Paul Fix 
Gala Manager
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