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Dear All,

Welcome to the first ever edition of Hornchurch District Explorer Scout News. I hope that this publication will help to improve communication between the District and the Explorer Scouts themselves.

This first newsletter contains information of the activities due to come up through the Autumn term which are also run along side the programme’s provided to you by your Explorer Scout Leaders.

I hope you all enjoyed the summer break! 

Scott Wilderspin

District Explorer Scout Commissioner
Hornchurch Explorer Scouts: Where are we now

Well since the launch of Explorer Scouting Hornchurch has come a long way. Our District currently has four Unit’s each running their own individual programme’s to meet the needs to their members.

Did you know: Explorer Scouts are registered at a District level and although will normally attend one particular Unit, you may go to any other Unit within the District if they are running a programme activity that you like.

The Young Leaders Unit is primarily designed to cater for those individuals who wish to train together and socialise whilst also working within another section around the District as a Young Leader.

So as I said above if you wish to attend another Unit for a particular activity they are running just contact the Leader of that Unit and you will be welcome to join in.

The Units within are District are listed below with the Unit Leader’s contact details;

· Centurion ESU


Monday evenings 7.30pm @ 2nd Elm Park HQ, The Paddock, Wood Lane, Elm Park

Explorer Scout Leader – Kevin Cooper 01708 471800

· Gladiator ESU
Monday evenings 7.30pm @ 8th Hornchurch HQ, Chelmsford Drive, Hornchurch

Explorer Scout Leader – Robin Gillett 01708 550833

· Dragon ESU
Monday evenings 7.45pm @ 3rd Upminster HQ, Rear off Methodist Church, Upminster

Explorer Scout Leader – Mike Bacon 01708 781916

· Young Leaders Unit

Every other Tuesday evening 8.00pm @ District HQ, The Paddock, Wood Lane, Elm Park

Explorer Scout Leader – Dean Jefferys 01708 473722

Forthcoming Events

Sreknaw Challenge – 13th/14th November

A new event to the District Calendar this year, this event is open to teams of Explorer Scouts and the Scout Network. We are also opening this event to any Scouts who are working on their Moving on Award.

This event is a night hike based challenge with incident bases along the routes. Teams will be blindfolded and dropped at different locations and then follow a set route back to the base camp.

Points will be awarded for completion of the bases and also on the length of time it takes to complete the challenge.

This is an ideal training event for those working towards their Chief Scouts Platinum or Diamond Awards.

· Venue
- Gilwell Park Campsite + Surrounding area

· Date
- Sat 13th November to Sun 14th November 2004.

· Time
- Arrive and Register from 7pm onwards

· Teams
- 4 people per team
· Uniform
- Polo Shirts & Scarves to be worn
More details are to be issued in a small booklet shortly, if you don’t receive them please contact either the DESC or DESA.

Winter Camp @ Gilwell Park – 7th/8th/9th January 2005

Yes sorry to be looking ahead already into January 2005, but we need to book our places on this very popular event.

The Gilwell Park annual Winter camp takes place over the second weekend of January in cold conditions. Many Scout Troop’s and Explorer Scout Unit’s brave the cold in their tents just to take part in all the activities laid on throughout the weekend by the site.

Last year a number of Explorer’s from our District along with some Scout Troop’s took up the challenge and we are offering the same thing open again to all Explorers within the District.

We will camp as one big District Explorer Unit, catering can be arranged through the site or some Explorer’s even made their own arrangements in the kitchen tent we setup.

Don’t worry if none of your Unit Leader’s are attending we have enough Leader’s from the District around to look after things.

· Venue
- Gilwell Park Campsite

· Date
- Friday 7th Jan to Sunday 9th Jan 2005

· Cost
- £15.00 per person (This does not include your food)

If you are interested in attending this camp then please contact either the DESC or DESA for full details and a booking form.

As a District we have to submit our booking to Gilwell Park by 1st December 2004 so please get your bookings into us early.

Uniform

This area has caused a lot of discussion recently at District meetings and therefore I would like to put across the official line from the District.

All Explorer Scouts must own and wear, when required, a Full Uniform. On most occasions Unit’s will only require their members to wear polo shirts and scarves for activities.

Explorer Scout Uniforms consist of the following items;

· An Explorer Scout Shirt

· A pair of Scout Activity Trousers

· The District Explorer Scout Scarf

· One Explorer Scout Polo Shirt from the following list for acitivites;

· A Scout standard Polo Shirt (Dark Beige)

· A District Explorer Polo Shirt (Black with white writing)

All items are available to purchase through the District shop on Monday evenings at 8th Hornchurch HQ, Chelmsford Drive, Hornchurch.

Please speak to your Explorer Leader first as there may be some special arrangements in place for your Unit.

New Chief Scout – Peter Duncan

Headquarters recently announced that the 9th Chief Scout is to be Peter Duncan. Peter was a youth member of the movement, and has had a successful career as an actor, television presenter and director of stage and screen. He was officially invested by the outgoing Chief Scout at the Giwell Reunion.

Explorer Scout Newsletter – What do you want to see?

This is our first attempt at producing a newsletter for our District Explorer Scouts, but what would you like to see in it.

I have tried to include some information on forthcoming events and some general updates on scouting generally. However, please let me know what you would like to see in this publication, and also how useful you have found it.

CONTACTS

Scott Wilderspin

District Explorer Scout Commissioner (DESC)

66 Grosvenor Drive, Hornchurch, 

Essex, RM11 1PW

Tel: 01708 469406
Mobile: 07957 363683

Email: Scott.Wilderspin@Sharepeople.com
Bob Law

District Explorer Scout Administrator (DESA)

30 Nightingale Avenue, Cranham

Essex, RM14

Tel: 01708 250408

Email: Boblawcranham@btinternet.com
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