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Hi All,
Well what a busy and exciting start to 
the new year of Scouting in 
Hornchurch. I do hope all our 
members old and young had a 
relaxing Christmas with family and 
friends and have come into 2011 ready 
to push Scouting even further than we 
did last year.

As with all new years there comes a time for 
some change. A restructuring of the District 
team was being discussed last year at the 
District Conference with the GSLs and again 
amongst the Leadership Team. Well we did it, 
and the new District Team structure is split 
into support groups covering Programme 
Support, Adult Support, Group Support and 
Training. A new Core Team has been created 
and each member of the Core Team has been 
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A WORD FROM SCOTT ...... 

3rd.Rainham 
Air Ambulance

Scouting  About

On Thursday 13 January, 3rd Rainham Scout Group was 
pleased to welcome the Essex Air Ambulance to give a talk 
to their young members. It was a thoroughly enjoyable and 
informative evening where the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts 
learnt about the wonderful service provided by the Air 
Ambulance team. Over 60 children were present listening 
intently, as they learnt about the lifesaving work carried 
out on a regular basis.
The Essex Air Ambulance is a charity providing free life- 
saving Helicopter Emergency Medical Service (HEMS) for 
Essex and surrounding counties. (continued on page 3)
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DISTRICT COMMISSIONER REPORT-SCOTT WILDERSPIN - DC

given a specific support group of which to chair the meetings. I will post onto the District website shortly the 
new structure so everyone in the District can see which roles fit where.

The restructure has not only created some new support groups on the District team but has brought some 
focus around a number of roles on the team which are currently vacant. Are you looking for a new challenge 
or additional responsibility in scouting this year? Our District vacancies booklet will be emailed out soon and 
copies placed on the website but if you are interested in seeing which roles are to be included, check out our 
vacancies page on the District Website www.hornchurchscouts.org.uk

Section Leaders who are looking for support and guidance or running events, weekly meetings or nights away 
experiences should contact their sectional ADC or a District Scouter for support, that is why we are there. If 
you don’t ask we don’t know you need help!

As we have now hit February our District events will start and I am hoping you have all received your District 
Calendars from your GSL and have all the dates into your diaries. Apologies these were slightly later going 
out this year but I am blaming the bad weather before Christmas.

Some key updates to POR have recently been released for the Beaver section covering nights away 
experiences. The key messages I want to get across to everyone in the District about these changes are as 
follows;
• Beavers can now stay out on Nights Away experiences for longer than 24 hours
• Beaver Colonies should be offered a Nights Away experience of at least 1 night every year. Not every 
Beaver will take up this offer!
• Beaver Scouts are now allowed to camp under canvas but this is not a requirement! Beaver Leaders do not 
panic!
• Any Beaver Leaders looking at running Nights Away experiences must hold a Nights Away Permit or run the 
event alongside a permit holder. (Please check your permit as most Beaver Leaders will be restricted to indoor 
experiences only).

I hope all sections out there have started planning busy programmes and when the nights start getting light we 
can get out and about with the young people. Please remember planning is a key part to running a great 
section, the programme doesn’t have to planned down to the minute as each sections timings would vary but 
having clear plans in place helps to focus and helps those in your teams assist in running the sections.
As I mentioned above 2011 is a year for change and one key area I am looking at is communication. With so 
much communication heading in the way of the social networking sites I have decided to create a Facebook 
group for Hornchurch District. Over the coming weeks I will start to add details about events and activities on 
the Group to keep everyone updated on what is happening across the sections.

I would like to encourage all Leaders to start sending in photos (with permission from parents of course) to 
Avril to be included on the District website. Articles with photos can be sent through for inclusion into 
Scouting About and for those budding photographers out there, how about some high quality shots to be 
ncluded the District Year book produced at each AGM. 

In the meantime keep up the great work you all do with our young people. On behalf of the District team and 
District Executive Committee I would like to thank you all for all the time you give.
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MR JOMO HUNTE-ST ROSE -GSL 3RD.RAINHAM

 Using their fast, state-of-the- art 
helicopters they are able to get to patients 
quickly and allow Air Ambulance doctors and 
paramedics to administer crucial treatment. 
They can also airlift patients to the most 
appropriate hospital quickly, when minutes can 
make all the difference between life and 
death.
The Scout group also learnt that, as a charity, 
the Essex Air Ambulance needs donations of 

approximately £250,000 every month to 
cover all its costs. They rely on the generosity 
of the public and businesses to keep the life- 
saving service operational.
To learn more about the Essex Air Ambulance 
and to offer your support visit their website 
at www.EssexAirAmbulance.uk.com
For more info on 3rd Rainham Scout Group 
visit www.3rdrainham.com

CUB PACK REPORTS-ADRIAN RIBNELL ADC CUBS

Before the year ended District Cubs had 
two more events,

The quiz competition in November, although 
the numbers were a little disappointing but 
those who did attend had an utterly 
enjoyable time. Sharon Adkins along with 
Peter Allen played quiz masters and whilst I 
was listening there were some really hard 
questions in the rounds. !Other members of 
their team supported them including 
arranging the refreshments. Well done to all 
those who not only organised it but attended 
and had such a good time.!!!

District Carol Service,

St JohnÕs Church played host to this yearÕs 
service with Roger Fall who arranged it, and 
Jaqi Morgon who read the service. The 
youth group were kind enough to set up with 
warmed Mince pies, biscuits along with teas/
coffees and juice drinks.This was my way of 
thanking those who arrived and took 
part.!The collection taken on the night 
amassed to £75 and this as agreed was 
donated to First Steps, a childrenÕs charity 
dealing with families that need help and 
support in a time in their lives they need it 
most, after presenting to the manager with 

the funds, I had a quick tour and they 
explained the services and vital support they 
offered. ItÕs great to know that our 
collection can do some good for such a 
worthy cause. The carol service was a good 
chance to remember the meaning of 
Christmas and my thanks go to all the Cubs 
and Leaders who took part.We are currently 
looking in to  revamping the format with 
more of a party feel, with entertainers, 
party food and festive music along with the 
childrenÕs carols and songs. We would need a 
larger venue and pre-booked ticket sales. 
ItÕs up to the LeaderÕs to decide if they like 
the idea but would present a real Christmas 
party for the District Cubs to enjoy.

!I hope you agree, 2010 was a good year for 
many packs around the District with so many 
quality camps, events and activities, 
Scouting really does present Young people 
from your areas real opportunities to have 
fun, learn new things and make new friends, 
Scouting can be as fresh now as it was a 100 
years ago.

ÒThe most worth-while thing is to try to put 
happiness into the lives of othersÓ Lord 
Robert Baden-Powell.!

http://www.hornchurchscouts.org.uk
http://www.hornchurchscouts.org.uk
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http://www.3rdrainham.com/
http://www.3rdrainham.com/


  HORNCHURCH DISTRICT SCOUT ASSOCIATION! 1 FEB 2011

WWW.HORNCHURCHSCOUTS.ORG.UK ! PAGE 4

!I canÕt leave without mentioning the CSL 
meeting on 25th January, Almost every pack 
in the district attended, we welcomed 
Maria,!Samantha and Rachel as our newest 
team of Cub Leaders, and we had so many 
leaders there they were almost out the door, 
so a truly fantastic response and I would like 
to thank each and every one of you who have 
taken an interest in shaping the District Cubs 
in Hornchurch.!

2011 offers a real quality programme so 
please support these events.!

Next event; Thursday 17th February District 
Cub Chess competition hosted by 2nd 
Upminster, please see the flyer for full 
details.!

What ever part you play in Scouting I hope 
you have a great year for 2011.

!

!

This yearÕs Christmas camp was very 
different to any other Christmas camp 
because of the large amount of snow, and 
although Stuart was at the camp (he never 
misses one), he asked Tony, Nicky and Ian 
(Assistant Scout Leaders) to run the camp. 

At this yearÕs camp we did four activities 
which included; an assault course, a climbing 
activity, going roller skating and also 
bowling. All of these activities were fun and 
enjoyable, but I also enjoyed going to Tesco 
and spending all our money on sweets. When 
we got back from the activities we would go 
out onto the grass, which was covered in a 
thick layer of snow and we would either just 
have a bundle or play a big game of American 

football, but it was bound to end in someone 
getting hurt and this year it was the turn of 
Daniel Robinson being the one to get hurt 
(but after a while and being fixed by Stuart, 
he was fine). The best activity though, was 
probably the assault course, firstly, because 
I did it in one of the fastest times and 
secondly, because we also did it outside in 
the snow which made it more difficult.  

I think this is a Christmas Camp to 
remember and I also think it is one of the 
best Christmas Camps so farÉÉ thank you 
Stuart and the other Leaders, we are very 
luck!

CHRISTMAS CAMP - ANDREW MCLEAN 2ND ELM PARK SCOUT (TORNADO)

http://www.hornchurchscouts.org.uk
http://www.hornchurchscouts.org.uk
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Christmas Camp was, once again, just before 
Christmas, so on the evening of Friday 17th 
December Scouts from both troops 
gathered at the Scout Hut for the journey 
to Thorrington Scout Camp in Colchester. 
On Arrival, we unpacked our bags and spent 
the evening playing the Wii and PS3 which 
Tony (one of the Assistant Scout Leaders) 
had kindly brought along. After supper, 
there was time for more games on the 
consoles and then at 11pm, we went to our 
rooms but we didnÕt go to bed and stayed up 
until 1pm! (ooops sorry Stuart). 

On Saturday morning, we had a breakfast of 
a bacon and sausage sandwich and burnt 
toast that Nicky (one of the Assistant 
Scout Leaders) was in charge of, before 
heading off to our first activity, bowling, 
which was a 15 minute drive away. At the 

bowling, Stuart offered a prize for the 
highest score, which after a fun-packed 2 
hours I managed to win! While we were at 
Bowling, we were greeted with the news that 
quite a lot of snow had fallen back home (4 
inches in 1 hour! And it was heading our 
way!). After Bowling we headed off to the 
second activity, the Roller Disco, and the 
Scouts in the minibus were ÔtreatedÕ to me 
and FelixÕs (one of the Scouts) singing!! The 
Roller Disco was good fun, even though some 
scouts found it difficult and clung for dear 
life onto the wall for the best part of 2 
hours. When we left, it had started snowing, 
and after a quick stop at TescoÕs for 
provisions, we had a snowball fight back at 
camp. After a full Christmas dinner, we had 
some free time in the really deep snow, and 
then went to bed. 

CHRISTMAS CAMP - LUKE KNIGHT 2ND ELM PARK SCOUT (TORNADO)

The Annual Fire and Ice weekend took place over the weekend of the 15th Jan at Tolmers 
camp site.

Alas the snow and ice had gone but the mud made up for it in buckets!

What is so good about this weekend is all of the attractions are laid on and enjoyed by all in 
mass numbers.

Fair ground rides, quad bikes, shooting, climbing, films, disco, indoor gladiator fighting and 
bouncy castles to name but a few.   

A few of our guys made up their own activities by mud staking and camp fire skills.

Thanks to Rob Lyus as our new camp leader, Kev and Mark D for planning and Pete for 
assisting in the kitchen and Ed for winning the shoo.

FIRE AND ICE - ROGER STANNARD GSL 3RD UPMINSTER

http://www.hornchurchscouts.org.uk
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2nd and 3rd Upminster took to the hills of 
Warley Gap for a mountain bike event last 
month.

2nd Ups provided the trailer for the bikes 
and Rob Lyus the Landrover to travel in 
style. (Thanks to Lyus senior for getting it 
started).

 This Sunday afternoon event was enjoyed 
by 17 Scouts and 5 leaders tracking through 
forest paths at some speed before having to 
ride back up a road to the start (very slow).

After 3 laps and getting faster each time it 
we moved onto the Òbomb holesÓ in which we 

criss-crossed each other around, down and 
across the hole. With jumps and a few spills. 

After some four hours we called it a day and 
headed back to base. A few of the Scouts 
wanted to continue which considering how 
cold it was, was an indication of just how 
hard they had been working. 

We will certainly get out there again in the 
New Year and find other tracks to explore.

I was please that many of the Scouts knew 
each other from school which made it more 
fun for all.  I hope we can link up on other 
events like this as the Scouting year 
progresses.

2ND. & 3RD.UPMINSTER TAKE TO THE HILLS - MIKE/ROGER 2ND & 3RD UPS

http://www.hornchurchscouts.org.uk
http://www.hornchurchscouts.org.uk


  HORNCHURCH DISTRICT SCOUT ASSOCIATION! 1 FEB 2011

WWW.HORNCHURCHSCOUTS.ORG.UK ! PAGE 7

7-9th.Jan 2011

8Th Hornchurch 
Scout Group entered 
3 teams into this 
year's National Pedal 
Car Olympics.  Despite 
the rain, mud and cold 
our scouts braved 
these elements and did 
a fantastic job walking off with a number top 
finish places and the overall team trophy 
thanks to our A team comprising of Alex 
James-Saleh, Danny Wallace, Sean Sevant 
and Stan Beumont.  With over 100 teams and 
400 scouts and Explorers taking part their 
success was no mean feat.

Team B comprising of Jonathan Newby, 
Keiram Ram, Lucas West and Caley Gray won 
1st place in the blind skills trial thanks to 
some outstanding communication between 
driver and co-drivers alike.  Other 
outstanding achievements include 1st 
place to Alex-James Saleh in the driving 
skills challenge and 2nd and 3rd 
respective to Sean and Danny in the 
Endurance test.

Congratulations to Jonathan Newby who 

also achieved 3rd place in the 
Individual race and and 3rd in 
a thrilling and extremely close 
fought Pursuit final.  To round 
up a brilliant tournament for 
the 8Th our 'A' team also won 
the Team Relay.  There was 
also a very bold effort by our 

C team which included William 
and Stephen Copping, Joseph O'Shea and 
Daniel Cummins.  

A huge well done to all our scouts for putting 
in so much effort and enthusiasm and making 
the Pedal Car Olympics such a great success.  
This was the first year a team from 
Hornchurch District have won the overall 
team trophy and we will be back again next 
year to defend our title.  A huge thanks to all 
the staff at Thriftwood for a very successful 
games. 

NATIONAL DINO PEDAL CAR OLYMPICS-M.GIBSON-8TH.HORNCHURCH SCOUTS

Just to give an update and run down on what's happening within the Hornchurch Young 
Leader's Unit,

!The Unit has steadily increased its awareness throughout the District and opportunities for 
those members who want to make a contribution within their sectional !leadership team, 
whether it's!a colony, pack or troop, the unit offers a two part structured programme; 
here's just a brief outline.

HORNCHURCH YOUNG LEADERS’ UNIT-ADRIAN RIBNELL & PETER AGER-LEADERS
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!!Ongoing Support;

Regular Young Leader's 
Forums during the course of 
the year, they are there to 
help support the YL's with 
information, mission 
planning including signing 
off completed one's, it's 
worth bearing in mind only 
the ESL YL's can do this, 
we do encourage section 
Leader's to!assist YL's with 
planning and running their 
missions and offering 
guidance with written 
evidence to support them 
with completing their 
missions.!

The Forums are there to 
gather ideas and have a 
chance to meet others, 
these dates also offer the 
opportunities for Leader's !
to come down and ask 
questions about the scheme 
and hopefully how best to 
support their team member. 
This can apply to an existing 
member for gathering info 
about someone new.

The YL's forum dates are 
listed in the District 
Calendar and it would help if! 
leaders remind those within 
the section when the dates 
are coming up. !

Avril Searle, the District 
Chairperson, has been 
invaluable in helping rebuild 
the web pages for YL's, 
with a on-line registration 
form for members, parents 

and leaders alike to add 
their details plus!up to date 
news and a downloads page 
for!forms and mission 
sheets, most of which are 
on PDF so anyone should be 
able to download or print 
the content. !ThereÕs an 
email link too, please have a 
look, comments are always 
welcome.!

Training;

Every year a Young Leader's 
training weekend takes 
place,!Four to five!modules 
inc Module A are delivered 
along with practical sessions 
and mission planning, itÕs an 
easy and open opportunity 
for members to take part 
and start or indeed continue 
on the ladder for the 
scheme.
Each yearly weekend offers 
alternate modules so within 
2 years they could 
complete!all modules with 
the exception of Module K 
(First Aid), this course is 
run on a different date due 
to its content but again 
takes place each year.
!The Module A (Prepare for 
takeoff) and registration 
with the YLÕs unit needs to 
be!completed within three 
months of starting within a 
Scout Group section.

!The 2010 weekend saw 23 
people come through the 
doors and leaving with 
successfully completing the 

modules and bringing 
positives ideas back to the 
sections with them.!

!On 5th December 2010 the 
first of the one day!first 
aid courses designed 
and!produced solely for 
them. We had a good 
number take part and the 
trainers made it as 
interactive as possible, it 
included the stage 4 
emergency aid badge which 
has a higher skill range than 
the first response course. 
Congratulations to them all, 
With thanks going to 8th 
Hornchurch for use of their 
hall and to Richard and 
Steven the County trainers 
and of course Jim Berry for 
arranging all the details. 
Congratulations to those 
who attended and gained 
both the stage 4 and First 
Aid certificate.!

!What's new for 2011;

Congratulations to Chris 
Luscombe as the first Young 
Leader in 2011 to have his 
YLÕs belt presented to him, 
we arranged to do this 
during his pack meeting at 
1st Elm Park Scout Group to 
allow the Cubs to see him 
receive it, Chris has worked 
hard during his time with 
the pack and this special 
belt is well deserved.!

!26th-27th February!is the 
YLÕs training weekend, Due 
to take place at Hargreaves 

HORNCHURCH YOUNG LEADERS’ UNIT-ADRIAN RIBNELL & PETER AGER-LEADERS
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ADC GROUP SUPPORT-PETER AGER ADC

AT the last GSL meeting we launched the 
District plan which included 2,4 and 6 year 
plans. We also reviewed the conference and 
went through the survey results.!

In the last few weeks we have been through 
some Group reviews and will continue to do 
this over the next couple of months.!

As we face various challenges within our 
groups, especially recruitment of adults, the 
District will continue to work towards long 
term support through a clear structure, 
better resources and more emphasis on 
training.!

We must work hard on our succession 
planning. Groups that have and are struggling 
often fall foul to this. Whose job is it to do 
this? The GSL? The DC? Well it's every ones 
job. The best person to recruit a new leader, 
sectional assistant or occasional helper is the 
existing team. If you are not sure what we 
mean then just drop me an email and weÕll be 
happy to come down and help you through the 
process. You will have recently seen emails 
asking if you want to take a role at county 
level and as always we have positions available 
at District level. These positions are ideal for 

people who are seeking a new challenge. Too 
often we loose adults because they stop being 
the leader. What about a new role for them? 
We have spaces for Explorer scout leaders, 
district leaders, training advisers and many 
more.!Most people have!heard the expression 
"a change is a good as a break". think about it.!

Another question. What scouting is available 
in Hornchurch District? Groups quite often 
say Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. We don't very 
often say Explorers and Network. So from 
now on can you make sure that all five 
sections get a mention. There will be more 
information about Explorers in the near 
future.

!As always we need to say thank you to 
everyone for their hard work. Thanks to Andy 
Rice for looking after 8th Hornchurch since 
Charles has stepped down as GSL. Thanks to 
Charles for his time as well. Well done to 
Russell who has taken over from Kevin at 1st 
South Hornchurch which will allow Kevin, in his 
role as DESC,!more time to work on Explorer 
scouting in Hornchurch.!

As we hit the summer remember it will be an 
ideal time to recruit more adults.

Campsite, 5 modules, practical skills, and 
planning ideas. Its friendly, informal and 
offers a real chance to get something out of 
it. Check out the YLÕs web page for full 
details. Any Explorer/YL is welcomed.!

!If you are or interested in becoming a 
Young Leader then this could be just the 
thing for you!!

!Once again this is an ongoing programme 
designed to help both the young members 

and section leaders alike, as part of the 
Districts Explorer provision the YLÕs Unit 
has a lot to offer so get in touch and get 
involved.!

Here's a link for you,! ! http://
www.hornchurchscouts.org.uk/explorers/ !!!

!http://www.hornchurchscouts.org.uk/
explorers/
young_leaders_training_index.html !

HORNCHURCH YOUNG LEADERS’ UNIT-ADRIAN RIBNELL & PETER AGER-LEADERS
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